
 
 

SCHOOL ACTION PLAN IN RESPONSE TO HEAD LICE 
 

Goal - To assist parents/caregivers, students, school staff to eliminate head lice and control their spread. 

School staff or trained volunteer  
identifies student has head lice 

Parent/caregiver notified by school 
staff by phone and/or letter.  e.g. 

Appendix C 
 
 
 

Arrangements made for student to go 
home for appropriate treatment as 

soon as possible 
 
 
 

Arrangements made so student will 
avoid head-to-head contact with  

others e.g. working away from others 
until parent arrives or child goes 

home 

Head Lice Alert (Appendix D) sent 
home with classmates advising   
families to check for head lice 

Volunteer screening team (if                   
available) does screening in              

classrooms of identified                 
student, siblings 

Parent/caregiver informs the school their child has 
head lice and what they plan to do or have done  

Parent/caregiver obtains head lice information at 
www niagararegion.ca  School may offer copy of 

Appendix A - Facts of Lice 

Removes all lice and works on 
removing eggs 

Checks and treats household 
members as needed 

Does house cleaning and washing 
of towels, bedding, clothes 

PARENT/CAREGIVER 

Option 1 
Gives child head lice 
treatment carefully          
following product                   

directions 

Option 2 
Does first wet 

combing session 

Child returns to school for a head lice check before returning to 
class (ideally accompanied by an adult or with a contact                 

number should they need to return home) and Appendix C if 
previously provided by school 

Child returns home for 
appropriate treatment and 
removal of head lice and 

eggs 

Result - Lice 

Result - No Lice Result - Eggs only 

Child returns to class Child returns to class and family is alerted to continue  
removing eggs to avoid self re-infestation  e.g. Appendix C 

If using treatment product, 7-10 days after 1st treatment, a 2nd treatment is given as advised in product directions 
 

and/or 
 

Wet combing sessions continue for 2 weeks (longer if more adult lice seen after 1st session) 
 

plus 
 

Family continues egg removal 

Advisable that child is rechecked at school 2 weeks after returning to class 
 

Parent/caregiver continues to check hair regularly for at least 2 weeks after last lice seen Appendix A - Facts of Lice 
Appendix C - Letter to Parent/Caregiver 

Appendix D -  Head Lice Alert 

Can add wet 
combing sessions 

starting 2 days 
later 
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